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FRENCH FASHION HOUSE BALMAIN JOINS DAVID JONES 
 

 

 
David Jones today announced that it has entered into a department store exclusive agreement with French 
fashion house, Balmain. The sought-after range of womenswear will be available at David Jones from 
January 2018, with footwear and handbags available from February.  
 
The house of Balmain was founded in 1945 by the French designer Pierre Balmain and quickly rose to fame, 
known at the time for richly embroidered and opulent fabric, nipped-in waists and fuller skirts. Balmain’s 
boldly feminine dresses offered a contrast to the modest styles worn during wartime and were popular 
amongst icons ranging from Audrey Hepburn, Ava Gardner, Josephine Baker and Brigitte Bardot.  
 
Today, at the helm of Creative Director Olivier Rousteing, Balmain remains at the vanguard of fashion.  
Appointed to the position at the age of 25, Rousteing was the youngest Creative Director of a French fashion 
house since Yves Saint Laurent. Throughout his tenure Rousteing has continued to revolutionise the brand, 
ensuring the heritage and spirit of the historical fashion house is honoured, whilst appealing to a 
contemporary, global customer.  
 
Inspired by strong, modern women, Rousteing’s Balmain has become renowned for military inspired tailoring, 
sharp silhouettes, shoulder strong dresses, and the iconic Balmain blazer. Garnering an army of spirited 
international celebrities including Gigi and Bella Hadid, Jourdan Dunn, Rosie Huntington-Whiteley, 
Alessandra Ambrosio, Rihanna and Kim Kardashian, Rousteing has cemented Balmain as one of the world’s 
most coveted brands. 
 
Balmain will sit amongst David Jones’ strong stable of international designers including Stella McCartney, 
Chloe, Proenza Schouler, Dolce & Gabbana, Saint Laurent, Altuzarra, Balenciaga and Valentino. 

 
David Jones Managing Director Clothing and General Merchandise, David Collins said, “We are thrilled to 
welcome Balmain to our offering of exclusive international labels at David Jones. Balmain’s decadent designs 
and signature blazers will fast become a favourite amongst our customers. We are looking forward to 
welcoming the collection from January instore.” 
 
Balmain’s Pre S18 collection will be available in David Jones Elizabeth St and Bourke St stores in January, 
with footwear and handbags available from February.  
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For further information please contact: 
 
Alena Darcy       Ellie Gibbs 
Publicity Manager David Jones     Publicity Specialist David Jones 
T: 02 9266 5891       T: 02 9266 5629  
M: 0416 016 823       M: 0438 208 534  
E: adarcy@davidjones.com.au      E: egibbs@davidjones.com.au 
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